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The 30th International Polonaise Ball
Celebranng Greece and Poland: Centurzes of Social, Diplomatic and Cultural Tles

by Beata Paszyc, Director of Public Relatzons the Amencan Institute of Polish Culture, Inc.

The friendly relationship between
Greece and Poland encompasses much
history. The mutual respect between
these two countries has fostered strong
social, cultural and literary ties. The
friendship, which started in the 10th
century, has flourished throughout the
ages and continues today on various
levels.

This year the American Institute
of Polish Culture celebrates the three
decades of its existence. The 30th
International Polonaise Ball, in tribute
to Greece and Polish-Greek relations,
was held on February 9, 2002 at the
beautiful Wyndham Miami Beach
Resort. It began with a lovely cocktail
party. |

Members of the Polish-American
Folk Dance Company from New York
wearing 18th-century Polish costumes
greeted the guests to the
Mediterranean Ballroom. The colors of the décor were cream
and blue, just like the flag of Greece. The emblem of Poland,
the gold-crowned, white-feather eagle, proudly hung over the
podium, while forsythias on the tables gave the feel of a
spring-like joyful atmosphere.

The Ball commenced with the anthems of the United
States, Greece and Poland. The Master of Ceremonies, John
Wayne, Jr. a well-known singer, opened-the Ball. He then read
-a congratulatory fessage from President George W. Bush.
Mrs. Teresa Janiszewska, Consul of the Republic of Poland,
read a letter from the President of the Republic of Poland,
Aleksander Kwasniewski. Mrs. Anna Niewiadomska,
Counselor of Cultural Affairs, delivered a message from the
Polish Ambassador, Przemystaw Grudzinski, and Ambassador
Loucas Tsilas spoke warmly on behalf of the Greek
Ambassador, Alexander Philon.

Lady Blanka Rosenstiel, Mrs. Hariett Irsay and Mus.
Elektra Spillis were the Chairpersons for the Ball. Lady
Blanka welcomed everybody to the celebration of the 30th

From left to right: Ambassador and Mrs. Loucas Tsilas, Lady Blanka Rosenstiel, Mr. and
Mrs. Oswald Schietse. Photo courtesy of the author.

anniversary and the International Polonaise Ball in tribute to
Greece and Polish-Greek relations. She also acknowledged the
presence of the Board of Directors of the Institute to thank
them for their efforts, generosity and support. The following

.Directors were present: Mrs. Barbara Cooper and Mr. Roman

Cooper, the Honorable Maurice Ferre and Mrs. Mercedes

- Ferre, Mr. Michael Gastom, Mrs. Harriet Irsay, Mr. Boleslaw

Laszewski, Mrs. Ande Lippen, Mr. Edward Kruszewski, Dr.
Tully Patrowicz, Mrs. Ednagene Schofman, Mr. Edmund
Sadowski-Vice President, Mr. Michael Skronskl and Mr. John
Sullivan,

It is a tradition that the Ball starts with the Polonaise. Tt
was led by Lady Blanka Rosenstiel and the Honorable Bogdan
Hryniewicz, followed by Ms. Anna Niewiadomska and Mr.
Benedict Markowski, Mrs. Eleni Tzoka with Mr. Ares
Chadzinikolau, Mrs. Harriet Irsay and John Sullivan, Mr. and
Mrs. Oswald Schietse, Dr. and Mrs. Stanisiaw Burzynski,

Miss Agnieszka Zakreta with Mr. Ignacy Mitera, Mr. and Mrs.

‘Witold Sulimirski, to mention a few.

' [continued on page 3]
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GREETINGS FROM THE EDITOR'S DESK
Now that the Easter season is behind : ‘We hope that this issue will be

us, we should all reflect on what has
affected our lives in the passing of the
tragedy of September 11, 2001, We here
at the PNAF have joined all those who
have sustained a tragic loss of loved ones
in a prayer of condolence, and with what
we hope will be some words that will
help in easing the pains of despair. What
we have done for ourselves alone, dies
with us; what we have done for others
and the world, remains and is immortal,
We can always pray for someone when
we don’t have the strength to help them
in sore other way. Sometimes, all a
person needs is a hand to hold and a heart
to understand. We should be glad that
God doesn’t give us everything we ask
for. We should feel better about ourselves

when we make others feel better about
themselves. Every prayer to a lost loved
one is a musical note to the ear of God,
and God just loves good music....
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something more than just commemora-
tive, and that it will help strengthen the
ties that Poland has made with surround-
ing countries that have endured the pain
and suffering of past airocities, and of
past encounters with the enemies of free-
dom. We applaud such personages as
Lady Blanka Rosenstiel, whose yearly
reminders with her Polonaise events
bring to the fore the unity of the many
countties of Europe which had endared
the worst that man could inflict upon his
fellow man.

— Leonard J. Suligowski

- "Aby nam sie dobrze dzialo!”
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After the dance his
Excellency Bishop
Tomasz Wenski gave-
the invocation. During
dinner guests enjoyed
the artistic program. The
Polish American Folk
Dance Company of NY
performed a White
Mazur. The Isadora
Duncan Dance
Ensemble gave a’
performance of Valse
Brillante to music by
Chopin. They also
danced Bacchanal,
which was to evoke the
Maenads, the ancient
cuit of Greek women

From left to right: Miss Polonia 2000, Agnieszka Zakreta; Mr. and Mrs. Peter
Spillis; Mrs. Ande Lippen; Mrs, Harriet Irsay; Mrs. Barbara Burzynski; Lady
Blanka Rosenstiel; and Mrs. Jane Molina. Photos courtesy of the author.

introduced Dr. Henryk
Roztoczynski, from
Chicago, who received
special recognition for
his charitable efforts in
the field of medicine.
This year Gold
Medal recipients were
Mrs. Eleni Tzoka, for her
achievements in the field
of entertainment, and Dr.
Nikos Chadzinikolan, for
his promotion of Greek
and Polish cultures. Both
came from Poland for
this occasion. Eleni, one
of the most popular
Polish singers, promotes
both cultures through
music all over the world.

who worshipped
Dionysus, god of wine and ecstasy, to music by Gluck. The
dancers finished with a graceful Southern Roses waltz by
Strauss. Then, Mr. John Wayne, Jr. sang some beautiful songs in
his golden tenor-baritone voice. All performances were received
with great enthusiasm.

Lady Blanka Rosenstiel received proclamations from the
Mayor of Dade County, Alex Penelas, and the Mayor of the City
of Miami, Emanuel Diaz.

Super Angels recognized for their heart and generosity were
cailed to the stage: George Batchelor, Stanislaw and Barbara
Burzynski, Basia and Roman Cooper, Harriet Irsay, Ande
Lippen, Andres and Jane Meolina, Peter and Elektra Spillis.
Agnieszka Zakreta, Miss Polonia of the World 2000, presented
the flowers.

Consul Teresa
Janiszewska and Mrs. Anna
Niewiadomska, Counselor
of Cultural Affairs, re-
presenting the Ambassador
of Poland, awarded a very
special recognition, Amicus
Polonige, to Mr, and Mors.
Walter Beaman, Mrs.
Harriet Irsay, Mrs. Ande
Lippen, and Mrs. Hanna
Saxon for their outstanding
efforts to promote develop-
ment and cooperation be-
tween Poland and the
United States.

Dr. Tully Patrowicz,
who was just appointed by
Governor Bush to Florida’s
Board of Medicine, and
with his family celebrated

his birthday at the ball, Barbara Burzynski.

In the foreground: Miss Polonia 2000, Agnieszka Zakreta, and Mr.
Ignacy Mitera; behind them are Dr. and Mrs. Ted Darocha, and Mrs.

Dr. Nikos Chadzinikolau is a great poet, translator, and
historian, who has had over 100 works published. He has
devoted his life to promoting Greek culture in Poland and Polish
culture in Greece.
Eleni and her band took the stage and sang Greek and
Polish songs, which invigorated the guests as they danced
happily to the Mediterranean tunes. Dr. Chadzinikolau proved to
be a talented dancer and gave us a performance reminiscent of
the dance by Anthony Quinn in “Zorba the Greek.” The guests
danced the night away, and left with a new awareness and
appreciation for Polish and Greek cultures.
There was a warm atmosphere at the Bail enjoyed by all the
guests many of whom traveled long distances; Dr. Nikos ;
Chadzinikolau, Ms. Eleni Tzoka and Mr. Ares Chadzinikolau }
from Poland; Ambassador ‘
Loucas and Murs. Tsilas; Ms. :
Agnieszka Magdziak- |
Miszewska, the Consul of
Poland from New York; Ms.
Teresa Janiszewska, Consul
of Poland; Ms. Anna
Niewiadomska, the
. Counselor for Cultural
Affairs from the Embassy of |
Poland in Washington D.C.;
the Honorable Chester
Hryniewicz, the Honorary
Consul of Poland in Puerto
Rico; the Honorable Stanley
Balzekas, the Honorary ;
Consul of Lithuania; Mr. and
Mrs. Oswald Schietse from
Monaco; Dr. and Mrs. :
Stanislaw Burzynski, Dr. and ‘
" Mrs. Ted Darocha from
Texas, Mr. and Mrs. Roman
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Cooper from Chicago brought 36 of their friends including; Mr,
and Mrs. Walter Kotaba, Mr. Krzysztof Kurczaba and Ms.
Jolanta Lorente, Dr, and Mrs. Henryk Roztoczynski, Dr. Anna
Szpindor-Watson and M. John Watson, Miss Agnieszka
Zakreta, from Ohio, Mr. and Mis. Chester Partyka, Mr. Andrzej
Pawlikowski and the Szalek family from San Francisco; from
Washington, D.C., Drs. Christopher and Maria Michejda, Mr.
and Mrs. Ethan Burke; Professor Marek Chodakiewicz from

PoStscript: A Very Special Brun

A Sunday brunch was held on Febroary 10th, 2002 in the
Starlight Room. This was another lovely event with 200 people
attending. The guests could not only enjoy the delicious food
but also experience a rich artistic program.,

The Polish American Dance Company performed
Krakowiak. Next, Mr. Ares Chadzinikolau peiformed on the
piano his own compositions. In his music he incorporates the
melodies of both Poland and Greece, thus giving his music a
new dimension. He also improvised his impressions of Miami.
This mini-recital of Ares, who is also a poet, a writer and a
painter, was received with a standing ovation. Afterwards the

Virginia, Ms. Anna and Katarzyna Karkowska form New York;
from Miami, the Honorable and Ms, Maurice Ferre; and
representatives of the Greek community, Dr. and Mrs. Jerzy
Kyparisis, Mr. and Mrs. Steve Prevolis M. and Mrs. Peter
Spillis, Mr. and Mirs. John Scurtis and many more,

This elegant and prestigious Ball honoring Polish-Greek
relations was an unforgettable evening of exguisite company,
delicious food, and delightful entertainment and dancing.

ch with Music and Dancing

Karkowska Sisters Duo, with Anna playing violin and
Katarzyna the piano, gave a performance featuring music of
Chopin and Wieniawski and interjecting bits of information
about the composers, their work and lives. This was a great
recital, applauded by all. Finally Eleni sang a couple of songs,
of which the sunny yet often reflective mood was very well
suited for the occasion. After that the Frank Hubbell orchestra
played for dancing.

The brunch was both educational and enjoyable, It was a
delightful combination of fun, entertainment, music and

dancing. &
R M
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Dues and Donations 2002

As of 27 March 2002. Dues and donations received after that date will appear in the Fall/Winter edition.

Gen. Waclaw Bakierowski (Ret.), Michigan................. $20.00
Loraine Panek Bernstein, Maryland .....v..vvoeere $50.00
Dr. Leo S. Bielinski, Texas........coooon.......____. $100.00
John M. Borosky, Maryland...........oevreooo . $50.00
Dr. . R. Burzynski, Texas ... $250.00
Dr. R. Chylinski-Polubinski, Maryland....................... $700.00
Roman Ciecwierz, Canade......omeoreoo $70.00
Stanley A. Ciesielski, Maryland...................... . .. $25.00
Frank Czaja, TEROIS oo e $25.00
Adam C. Czartoryski, Michigan ... $35.00
Dr. Robert Baron von Dassanowsky, Colorado............ $30.00
Baroness EIfi von Dassanowsky, California............. $30.00
William Dhuzniewski, New JEISey oo $25.00
James Dorowich, APO...covcvvmree $25.00
Gary Dembowski-Douglas, California.................. $100.00
Joseph D. Dressel, TIHNOIS vo.vvvvvvvove $50.00
EBSCO oot $15.00
Leszek & Victoria Fiutowski, Maryland..................... $100.00
Bonnie Hoback, Maryland. ..o $15.00
Thomas Hollowak, Maryland .o...u..ovvoeroes $25.00
Sarah Hospodar, New Yotk .....vvovooe $15.00
Geri Ochabowicz-Jones, Colorado .... . lebarerne s $25.00
Jerzy Karazkiewicz, Canada ... $100.00
Dmitry G. Karpinsky, California..................... $25.00
Lillian Lee Kim, Maryland...........oooco....... $35.00

Richard Kielbasa, Pennsylvania ..., $50.00

Stanley Klemanowicz, California ...................____ $31.00
Stephen J. Klimezuk, Virginia oo $25.00
Dr. Roger F. Krentz, New J, CIBEY morvreiirissrre s crevensnan,s $25.00
E. Michael Lewiecki, New Mexico....................... $25.00
Toseph Lodesky, OIS ... $50.00
Thaddeus J. Obal, New Jersey ... $25.00
Ryszard F. Oleszewski-Oles, Maryland....... ... $25.00
Peter H. Von Oppel-Zowschau, Oregon................. . $100.00
Roman E. Piotrowskd, THAOIS ... $50.00
Dr. David Pittman-Johnson, Alabama................... $25.00
Christina Plonski de Swida, New Jersey ..c.viroeennnn $25.00
Richard P. Poremski, Maryland ..o $50.00
James Rakowitz, TEX8S -.oovovrovsvonssno oo $30.00
McNaily Robinson, Canada ... $13.00
Dr. Albert R. Soberafiski, Colorado...................... $25.00
Adam E. Sieminski, Washington, D.C.....ooeeooooo $100.00
Mark E. Sievert, KCStS, Missouti ..o $30.00
Marybeth Sutkowski, Massachusetts..................._ $35.00
Leonard Suligowski, New York.................... $1,559.00
SWETS, Netherlands.......oouvrermr o $25.00
Anthony Szumowski, Jr., Massachusets....................... $25.00
David P. J. Tysowski, Canada................ ... $50.00
Irena Uderska, England..........ooeeecr oo £35.00
Peter Wendolski, NeW YOrk.u....ooeeov. o $50.00
Chev. John J. Wrobel, Cst, Ohio...................... $50.00 &
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Claiming Inherited Noble Status

by The Honorable Federal Judge Theodore Count Jakubowski (Ret.)

The opinions expressed in this article are those of the author, and do not necessarily
represent those of the Editor or the Polish Nobility Association Foundation.

Polish-Americans may claim
inherited noble status received by one’s
ancestors, one two or three centuries ago.
Also, ancestral titles—seldom conferred
by Poland—are part of the birthright; not
to honor them constitutes an affront to
one’s ancestors.

Some rather simple-minded folk
operate under the notion that living in a
democracy means that both noble staius
and any tifles held by one’s ancestors are
forbidden. They labor under a miscon-
ception. The assault on the nobility may
be thought of as having its historical
beginning on July 14, 1789, when the
mob broke into the Bastille in Paris and
seized weapons to begin their revolution.
The dark side of the French Revolution
included such ideas as destroying the
monarchy, the church, the nobility, and
even the institution of the family. These
ideas were carried forward by European
activists in the democratic movements of
1848, the Communist movement, and
even today by soine ultra-liberals,

One needs to keep in mind that the
Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth of
Two Nations (from 1385 until the Third
partition.of 1795} paralleled the Roman
Empire in that—whether we like it or not
-—full rights of citizenship were limited
to the governing elite, called szlachia in
Polish, and usually translated as “gentry”
or “nobility” in English. It is not truly
cotrect to consider the szlachta a class;
they actually were more like a caste, the
military caste, as in Hindu society. Every
Polish-American who can trace just one
ancestor on his paternal line—as every-
thing descended from one’s male ances-
tors—today may reclaim his birthright as
a descendant from a forebear who
belonged to this landed gentry/warrior
caste. The privilege that membership in
the szlachta carried was that.of being
seen as a Pan or Lord, as distinguished
from the lesser rungs on the social ladder.

The institution of the szlachfa was
highly developed in the lands constituting
the so-called Kresy or Borderlands, the

eastern reaches of the Polish-Lithuanian
Commonwealth (now comprising much
of Lithuania, Belarus, Ukraine and even
Moldova). In the Kresy the Poles were
the landlords and administrators of all
kinds. They were the nomenklatura (to
wse a modern term, which seems to have
originated with them). The peasants were
usually non-Polish; and a large body of
the szlachra possessed little or no land.
After the partitions, Empress Catherine II
of the Russias caused all Polish nobles to
be enrolled in the Russian rolls of
Nobility, which had 14 categories.

Catherine and the Czars who fol-
lowed were afraid of the large element
of poor “peasants with coats-of-arms,” as
they were called. She ultimately acted to
protect her state from the proud and patri-
otic Polish lesser nobility, by the simple
expedient of chopping off all but the top
5 of the 14 ranks, or 80% of the total.

In Poland iiself, there had been
reflections of the noxious policies of the
French Reign of Terror and class warfare,
even contained in the Constitution of
May 3, 1791, which disenfranchised
members of the szlachta who did not own
land, up to 400,000 nobles. 1t is ironic
that Polish-Americans—of whom from
two-thirds to three-fourths stem from
noble roots, even though faintly after
centuries of disparagement—have been
duped into paying respect to a Constitu-
tion that amounted to one of the final
nails in the coffin of the warrior Gentry.
This is a “Rite of Spring” that needs a
second look....

Originally the clergy in Poland were
exclusively from the szlachta class. At
the end of the 18th Century, men of other
social origins were allowed into the cler-
gy. At the same time, the ever more pow-
erful Catholic Church, never comfortable
with the individualism and freedom of
the szlachta, started a program of not
recording noble lineage on baptismal
certificates. This is an historical fact that
can be verified by researching Church
records, where one see children dispos-

Judge Theodore Jakubowski

sessed of their noble rank by the stroke of
the cleric’s pen.

In earlier times, historians reported
of the Kmiecie, Poles who had accepted
the Christianity of the Roman Slavonic
rite of Cyril and Methodius. Even the his-
tory of the adoption of Christianity by
King Mieszko I is usually incorrectly re-
perted; with few historians reminding
their readers that Mieszko I was “al-
ready” a Christian under the Roman
Slavonic rite. The Roman Slavonic rite
was not completely submerged until the
12th century. The gentry among the
Kmiecie, usnally part of a minority suf-
fering great discrimination, réverted to
peasant standing, even where they main-
tained memories of once having one of
the 135 family coats of arms at the junc-
tion of the 14th and 15th centuries.

Through the operation of accidents
of history, the larger majority of Ameri-
cans-of Polish descent spring from: fore-
bears who were nobility in the Kresy.

The circumstances were these. A
large noble element had migrated to the
East, after the union with Lithuania, to
take over immense areas of land that had
been essentially depopulated by the
depredations of the Tatars. Also, the
governing class were largely of Polish
ethnicity—while the peasants working
the land were Ruthenians (many of whom
were former Kmiecie). The poorer of the
szlachia in the Kresy were disenfran-
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chised by Catherine I; those who re-
mained landlords lost their lands (and the
privileges that went with ownership)
when the Russ}ian Empire emancipated
the peasants, giving the former landlords
a monetary compensation; and Russifi-
cation gradually increased in the Kresy.

As a population long accustomed to
travel, the szlachta frequently traveled 4]l
over the Polish-Lithuanian Common-
wealth whenever it suited their fancy, as
opposed to the true peasantry, who had
little experience in travel of any kind. It
was only natural that these warrior gentry
from the Kresy would be attracted to the
idea of migrating to America or else-
where. From the above, we can conclude
that the overwhelming majority of
Polish-Americans can lay claim to gentry
status—not by means of any sovereign
conferring the status of aristocrats onto
them, but by operation of the immutable
process of derivation. Where the ancestor
belonged to the knightly caste, the child
or grandchild can also lay claim to this
birthright. It matters naught that in the
Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth, such
a large percentage of the ethnic Poles
belonged, albeit sometimes only dimly,
to the szlachta caste,

Using titles, to pick up the second
item, needs to take into account that few
of the szlachta held such titles as Baron,
Count, Duke or Prince. With few excep-
tions, titles were not awarded by the
Polish King, and certainly not by the
szlachta estate, They prized their theoret-
ical equality in their warrior caste too
much to permit that. Nevertheless, many
Poles acquired tities, mainly from foreign
" Kings or the Holy Roman Empire. Con-
trary to generally accepted mythology,
not law, many feel that in a democracy
we should not speak of titles, as some.-
how being repugnant in a democracy, or
batred by the Constitution of the United
States. The same social forces that have
coerced Polish immigrants from retaining
their former noble status works with even
greater vengeance against retention of
titles granted perhaps centuries ago to
one’s ancestors.

Let us examnine the U. S. Constity-
tion. fts clause touching on foreign titles
clearly does not apply to.the use or dis-
play of titles granted to one’s great-
grandparent.

Article I, section 9, Clause § reads as
follows;

“No title of nobility shall be granted
by the United States; and no Pperson
holding any office of Drofit or trust under
them, shall, without consent of the
Congress, accept any present,
emolument, office or title of any kind
whatsoever, from any King, Prince or
Foreign state”.

Notice two things. First, the bar
applies only to persons holding “any
office of profit or trust” under the United
States. Next, the prohibition is “against
the United States” granting any title, Of
course, foreign entities are not subject to
our Constitution, nor are grants of nobj-
lity three, four, five or six hundred years
old. Congress even retained a loophole:
“Congress may give its approval if it sees
fit.” In my own case, the Government of
Mexico offered to confer the Order of the
Aztec Eagle upon me (for humane treat-

Some rather simple-minded
- Jolk operate under the
misconception that living in
a democracy means that
both noble status and any
titles held by one’s
ancestors are forbidden.

r__

ment of Mexican aliens in deportation
proceedings). I received approval not
from the Congress directly, but from the
U.S. Attorney General, under power
delegated to him. I presume that makes
me a Knight in Mexico....

As for the use of titles by Poiish-
Ainericans, there certainly can be no
complaint against mention of titles pre-
viously held by one’s honorable ances-
tors. Even Winston Churchill saw fit to
display his descent from the Duke of
Marlboro. A person becoming a natural-
ized U. 8. citizen may be barred from
using even an historical/sentimental title,
because the naturalization path includes a
disclaimer of foreign titles. Question 14,
of part 7 of the form N-400 application
for citizenship, asks the following: “Were
you born with, or have you acquired in
the same way, any title or order of
nobility in any foreign state?”

The purpose of question 14 of part 7
of this form is designed to trigger Section
337 of the Immigration & Nationality
Law, which directs any person seeking
naturalization to renounce any title or
“order of nobility,” in open court, and
his/her renunciation must be made a part
of the record of the court. It is not exactly
clear what the reference to an “Order of
Nobility” pertains to. Does it mean
“membership” in the nobility of a foreign
state? Or is it limited to various grants of
titles, or even grants of foreign awards
such as the Order of the Garter, or Order
of the Bath, both in Britzin? British
custom, and apparently law or customary
law, is for any foreigner being naturalized
to give up any “right or privilege” at-
tached to any foreign title he may have,
but did/does not require total abandon-
ment of the title, a rather sensible
scheme, and one which tracks with the
status of a native-born American citizen
of Polish ancestry whose forebears held
the ordinary titles,

Many members of the szlachia held
non-hereditary titles, again as in Britain,
such as (Royal). Cupbearer, Master of the
hunt, Keeper of the Pantry, etc. These
Were not passed along to descendants, but
I am sure that any indication that a par-
ticular ancestor held an office like “Royal
Secretary” (for example, two of my tribal
Jaknbowski ancestors did) certainly js
free to mention such fact at an appro-
Priate moment.

As a Post Scriptum , it can be shown
that when members of the extended
“Topor™-Jakubowski tribe received
formal recognition of their (pre-existing)
right to membership in the knightly class,
the anthorities (chiefly Russians and tame
Poles after the ill-fated Uprising of 1831)
clearly stated in their patents of nobility
that the status was dziedziczny (here-
ditary). There are two 19th century
Jakubowski patents that prove this point,
One relates to Leon J. akubowski, of the
clan “Topor,” 1844, and Rudolph
Lambert Jakubowski as recently as 1860.
If the Russian occupiers, ruling Poland
with the bayonet, deemed it appropriate
t0 accede to Polish claims to knighthood:
there would seem no conceivable policy
here in the United States, a free
democratic country that respect the rights
of all citizens. &
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Legend of the Syrokomla Coat of Arms

The following was prepared from Volume VIIL pp. 589-591, of the classic heraldic reference Herbarz Polski (by Kasper Niesiecki, S. J., Lipsk
[Leipzig] edition, 1839-1846} by Leonard J. Suligowski, 218A North Henry, Brooklyn, NY 11222-3608. For each coat of arms the blazon or verbal
description of the arms below is first given in the authentic heraldic style, followed by a translation from the Polish description by Niesiecki, The
right and left sides of a shield are identified from the standpoint of the bearer, i. e., the one holding the shield. His right would be your left and vice
versa. The tinctures (colors) in heraldry are as follows: azure = blue; gules = red; sable = black; or = gold; argent = silver; vert = green. In
heraldry all charges (pictures) on a shield are assumed to be facing dexter (right side) unless otherwise specified. In Polish hemldiy all animals or
birds are assumed fo be in their natural coloring unless otherwise specified.

Blazon: the shicld is gules; the
charge is Abdank surmounted of a cross,
all argent. For a crest the charge of the
arms.

The heraldic device of Abdank, in
white, should be upon a red shield; how-
cver, at the top of the device in the center
is a golden cross, and on the helmeted
crown is the same white Abdank device
as on the shield. This is how it was de-
scribed by Paprocki in his work O
herbach [On clan shields], page 170; by
Okolski, volume 3, page 147; and by
Bielski, page 277.

All authors agree that this coat of
arms was acquired in Poland, and that the
cross was added to the ancestral arms of a
knight named Syrokomla. He had
defeated a pagan Prussian who had been
challenging the Polish knights to single
combat and cursing the name of
Christianity. The cross was added to his
arms because he had defended the honor
of God crucified.

Some say that this is supposed to
have taken place ¢irca 1330, during the
reign of King Wiadystaw Eokietek; but
that cannot be, since Bernard, bishop of
Poznan, who died in 1175, was of
Syrokomla arms, according to Treter in
Vitae Episcoporum Posnan. [Lives of the

Grocholski

Andronowski

Baranowicz Holub
Bejnart Hgowski
Buthak Iwanowicz
Chalecki Jatowski
Chybicki Karnicki
Dziewoczka Kiinski

Not ali noble families, however, use
this clan shield in the same form. The
family of Andronowski displays a arrow
pointed upward over the Abdank device,
and under the arrowhead are two crosses
in a straight line, and atop the helmet are

SYROKOMLA HERB

Bishops of Poznafi], and around that year
the Prussians, being afflicted by war, had
recoghized Christ as God.

Lubieniski in Vitae Episcoporum
Plocen. [Lives of the Bishops of Plock]
dates to 1391 Jakéb of Kurdwandw,
bishop of Plock, and states that he was of
Syrokomla arms, the son of Floryan, and
one must say, figuring the years, that the
arms were conferred upon this Floryan.
This Jakéb signed his name as “of
Kurdwanéw,” so I understarid that he
belonged to the Kurdwanowski

- Pétkozices, which is where I spoke of

him. Dlugosz in his history under the

Bearers of these Arms

Kondratowicz Nieszyjka
Korzekwicki Puciata
Kosciatkowski Puciatczye
Lfosowicz Sehen '
Masto Softan
Mingiel Sopocko
Momtrym Starosielski

three ostrich plumes. The Wasilewicz -
family also uses this form. The families
of Baranowicz and Jatowski use the

same form, except the crosses are placed

diagonally on the arrow, forming a letter
“X."T described the form used by the

year 1396 writes that he did not sign his
name as “de Kurdwandw” but “de
Korzkiew,” and was a “man of rare

. literary gifis, having the gift of discourse.

Acta Concilii Constantiensis [Records of
the Council of Constance], volume 2,
Concil. Edit. Colon. Mihi f. 1042 sessione
praecipue 9 writes that Mikolaj, bishop
of Plock, had a seat among the other
mitred prelates at that council in 1415.
He was elected by that synod as judge or
deputy commissioner for hearing and
judging all cases that were appealed to
the synod. From this I conclude that
either there was a Mikotaj who was
bishop of Plock after Fakob, but Diugosz
and our other historians omitted him, or
else the printer erroneously named him
Mikotaj instead of Jakab. It is all the
more likely that this was an error because
the Acta Concilii calls him Mikolaj,
bishop of Plock, and added that he was
“ex natione Germanica” [from the
nation of Germany], but I have heard of
no Plock diocese in Germany. Of this
Jakob it was said in the Acta that he had
great skill with church law, which he
acquired in Bologna, to the extent that he
was simmoned to Rome by the Pope and
created Auditor Palatii Apostolici
[Auditor of the Apostolic Palace].

Stefanowski
Swieszkowski
Wasilewicz
Wielicki
Wieliczko
Witoniski
Wajnitowicz

Zajqe
Zoladé

Chaleckis in the third volume; the

Siehens also use it. The Itgowskis belong

to clan Syrokomla, and along with them

the Iwanewiczes and Karnickis, whose
arms you will find in Volume IV, page
402. The Holubs have an arrow on the
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Abdank device, placed vertically, but
onty half of the arrow is visible, with no
arrowhead, on the left side of the shield;
it has a crest of three ostrich plumes. The
Fosowicz shield has one corner of the
Abdank device, broken and pointing
downward; it has a similar crest with
three ostrich plumnes. The Wojnilowiczes

have only a single arrow, with no cross,
and bear three ostrich feathers in the
helmet, instead of a cross. The
Chominicz and Starosielski families
display a single cross on the arrow and a
crest of three ostrich plumes. The
Sopocko and Wieliezka families have an
arrow instead of a cross, with a cross

through it but diagonally, with the top at
the right and the bottom at the left. The
Nieszyjka family places an arrow
pointed upward and pietcing a heart,
above the Abdank device; on the crest are
three ostrich plumes. See the Soltans’
variation of the arms in its proper.

place. &

Britain’s Queen Mother Dies at 101

By Giles Elgood, LONDON
(Reuters) — The Queen Mother, the 101-
vear-old mother of Britain’s Queen
Eljzabeth, died in her sleep on Saturday
with her daughter at her bedside,
Buckingham Palace said.

The Queen Mother, the widow of
King George VI and a rock of support for
her eldest danghter Queen Elizabeth, 75,
died at 3.15 p.m. (1515 GMT) on March
31, 2002, after a period of declining
health.

Buckingham Palace said: “The
Queen, with the greatest sadness, has
asked for the following announcement to
be made immediately. “Her beloved
mother, Queen Elizabeth, died peacefully
in her sleep this afternoon, at Royal
Lodge, Windsor.”

A palace spokesman added: “The
Queen Mother had become increasingly
frail in recent weeks following a bad
cough and chest infection over Christ-
mas.” “Her condition deteriorated this
morning and her doctors were called.”

He said that the Queen Mother’s
coffin would be moved to Royal Chapel
of All Saints in Windsor Great Park on
Sunday.

Heir to the throne Prince Charles and
his two sons Prince William and Prince

Harry were returning to Britain from a
skiing holiday in the Swiss resort of
Klosters.

The Queen Mother’s death adds per-
sonal tragedy to a succession of domestic
traumas suffered by the royal family in
recent years, most recently the death on
February 9 of her younger daughter,
Princess Margaret, at the age of 71.

The “Queen Muom,” as she was af-
fectionately known, was queen consort
during World War Two and was the de-
voted companion of King George, who
unexpectedly became the monarch after
his brother Edward VIII abdicated in
1936.

Germany’s Adolf Hitler branded her
the most dangerous woman in Europe for
her moraie-boosting contribution to the
British war effort after she refused to
leave London to escape the wartime
attacks called the “Blitz” and visited
areas of the city damaged by bombing.

To younger generations of Britons
she was the nation’s favorite grandmo-
ther, a smiling presence who was still
carrying out public duties jnto her
centenary.

Left'a widow in 1952, she became
the matriarch of the royal House of
Windsor and enjoyed a position as one of

BORN: LADY ELIZABETH
BOWES LYON, AUGUST 4,
1900
MARRIED: APRIL 26, 1923,
IN WESTMINSTER ABBEY
TO PRINCE ALBERT,
THE DUKE OF YORK,
FUTURE KING GEORGE VI.
DIED: MARCH 31, 2002
(AT AGE 101)

OUR SINCERE
SYMPATHY TO THE
BRITISH ROYAL FAMILY

IN THEIR TIME OF
SORROW.

Century], by Jézef Szymariski,

#131], by: Andrzej Rachuba.

by: Stawomir Gorzyski,

Recent Acquisitions for the Heraldic Reference Library
Herby Rycerstwa Polskiego z XVI wieku [Clan Shields of Polish Knighthoad from the 16th

Metryka Litowska. Ksiega wpisow nr. 131 [Lithuanian Public Register: Registration book

Heroldia Krdlestwa Polskiego [Heraldry of the Polish Kingdom], A catalogue of Hilustrated
documents from the archives from the city of old Warsaw and the Warsaw Historical Mussum,

Materialy Genealogiczne, Nobilitacie, indygenaty, w zbiorach Archiwum Glovmego Akt
Dawnych w Warszawie, by Anna Wajs [Materials regarding Genealogical, Nobifity and
Naturalization from the Files of the Chief Archives of Old Records in Warsaw].

the best-loved members of the royal
family, her popularity undimmed by the
scandals of the past two years affecting
other royals.

A Scottish aristocrat, she martied the
then Duke of York in 1923. In her service
to the crown as duchess, queen consort
and dowager, she is credited with
bringing the old imperial monarchy
closer to the people,

[Photo of the Queen Mother, above,
taken in 1992 by Tim Graham. Thanks to
Michael Subritsiy-Kusza for sending us
this article. ~ Editor] &

—
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Exhibition of Lithuanian Nobles’ Arms

by Audroné Musteikiené, of clan Pogon, Webmaster of LBKS [The Society of Lithuanian Nobles]

On February 16, Lithuania
celebrates Independence Day. Tt
comes from 1918, the year when
Lithuania declared her independence
during a dangerous and historic time.
The country had been under Russian
occupation from 1795 to 1918.

The nobies of Lithuania gathered
to celebrate this day of Lithuania’s
restoration as a state on February 16,
2002, in-the Lithuanian Techmcal
Library in Vilnius,

A feast would not be a real feast
if we hadn’t assigned for it some
pieces of artistic, creative work. As
the writer dedicates his verses, a
composer expresses his thoughts in
nrusic, a painter in his pictures, and a
farmer gives out his love to the grain.

The exhibition of coats of arms
of the nobles of the Grand Duchy of
Lithuania nobles was opened on this
day of honor. Kazys Mackevidius, of
the clan of Geralt, Director of the
Library, opened the exhibition.
Thirty coats of arms were presented;
this is only a smail part of the
creative work of professor and
" sculptor Konstantinas Bogdanas, A
couple hundred coats of arms were
revived to experience new life.
(Vilnius district has over 500
members, and the Royal Lithuanian
Nobility Association counts about
1.500 members.)

The descendants of nobles of
Lithuania had hidden their documents of
nobility in Soviet times; some of the
documents had even have burned. Now
their coats of arms were restored and
revived to live again in the present,

The author presénted the exhibits. He
is an expert on heraldry and told of the
main principles and requirements of
heraldry, and of the history of heraldry in
Lithuania.

“Heraldry, in Latin heroldus, is the
study of coats of arms and ciests; this -
includes composition, elucidation and
research. The coat of arms is the
distinctive family badge or crest, which
indicates the state, city, estate, and

Above, from left to right: Konstantinas Bogdanas,
LBKS senator and chief of LBKS’s Vilnius division;
Undiné Nasvytvté, LBKS President; Gragina
Jukneviciené, former chancellor of LBKS's Vilnius
district, now the Deputy of Mrs. Nasvytyté; and
Kazimieras Mickevidius, LBKS senator, Director of
the Technical Library, where the exhibition was held,

family. Usually they were represented on
flags, coins, seals, etc. :

“They are an international language
of symbols, part of the nation’s culture,
which represents the state, town or the
person himself,

“In Lithuanian coats of arms,
heraldic figures were not used: birds,
anirmals, plants or the attributes of
warriors. The Lithuanian coats of arms
are different from other nations’ coats of
arms. They are more spiritual than
military. The main part of coats of arms,
shield and helmet, cannot be changed; the
other parts are allowed to express some
interpretation.

“The first coats of arms appeared
in Lithnania in the 13th and 14th
centuries. The knights used to get
distinetive badges in fights with
enemies. The nobles used their coats
of arms on shields, helmets, coats and
flags. These badges couldn’t be called
coats of arms till the 14th century
because they didn’t correspond to the
rules of heraldry: they were missing
the shield, special colors and
inheritance. The badges originated
from symbols. Even in the 5th
century B.C, the towns had their
signs.

“The first coats of arms mostly
were with the arrow motif. The other
group of coats of arms were of Polish
origin, and historically Lithuania had
many in common with Poland. Many
of them are bome by nobles
nowadays. The Polish nobles used to
go war under one flag. The nobles of
one district used the same badge on
their flags. In this way many families
came to bear one coat of arms.

“Over the course of centuries the
coats of arms changed. Lithuanian
nobles, getting the Polish coats of
arms, supplemented them with some
figures, and changed their names.”

After the nobles and their gnests
had looked around the exhibition,
they gathered in the restored arched-
cellar restaurant. Doctor of
humanitarian sciences Bronislovas
Vonsavidius of the clan of Labedz told
us, on the basis of historical sources,
about the important and incredible events
in Lithuania in 1918, and about the Act
of Declaration of Independence.

The party continued with entertain-
ment and dancing. We thought: “If there
were no February 16th, maybe we would
not have another important date for
Lithuania—March 11, when Independ-

- ence was declared once more in 1990,

after 50 years of Soviet occupation!”

[LBKS, Lietuvos Bajory Karaliskoji
Sajungn, is the Society of Lithuanian
Nobles, Website: http:ilwww.geocities.
com/bajorai].
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The LBKS Coat of Arms A nice legend has been created
The golden sign of the first about this sign. The Russian letter M,

Lithuanian Knight, Mindaugas, was
chosen to be the coat of arms of the
LBKS. This sign was engraved on a lead
stamp that was found in the city of
Naugardas.

A researcher of Lithnania’s ancient
history, academician Vladimiras Paguta
(1918-1983), wrote: “In the city of
Naugardas a lead stamp, 15-16 mm. in
diameter, was found. On one side was
mscribed *‘MBHI'JOBB’; on the other
was this sign fan upside-down M with a
cross over the center]. It is probable that
it belonged io the Russian estate of the
property of the knight Mindaugas; it
calls to mind the sign of the Kiev vice-
regents.” (V. Pa¥uta, The Formation of
the State of Lithuania, Viinius, 1971,
page 224), This is also cited by the
historian Domas Buténas in his work,
and by the heraldry specialist Prof.
Edmundas Rimsa, as well.

Some historians claim that the sign
of Mindaugas, like others indicating the
property of our ancestors, is reminiscent
of signs in Scandinavian and other Euro-
pean countries. In those times Russian-
aiphabet graphics were popular.

turned over, signifies Mindaugas’
rejection of paganism, and the cross
above it stands for the first christening
of Lithuania.

Pope Inocent IV crowned
Mindaugas in 1253. By the traditions of
those times every ruler who sought a
king’s.crown not only had to be
christened, along with his kin, but he
also had to build a cathedral in his
pafrimony.

It is known from the documents that
a cathedral was built in Voruta. At
present some historians think that the
castle in Voruta mentioned in the old
chronicles is the same as our capital of
Lithuania, Vilnius.

[Written by sculptor, Prof. Dr.
Konstantinas Bogdanas, chief of Vilnius
district’s section. Translated by A.
Musteikiené. It is reprinted from the
LBKS Website.] &

Rik (Suligowski) Fox to portray “Winged Hussar” in Pulaski Day Parade

This year's Pulaski Day parade, to
take place on October 6, 2002,
proceeding down 5th Avenue in New
York City, will feature Rik Fox (né
Ryszard Suligowski) in full authentic
16th-century Winged Hussar regalia on
horseback, as the lead-in for the
Greenpoint Brooklyn contingent.

This will be the very first time such
an event is to be presented in the
parade’s 635 years of existance. This
portrayal is being sponsored by Mr.
Adam Bak, president of Adamba
Imports of Brooklyn.

Rik had his armor fashioned from
the authentic periods and is the point of
interest for all attendees at the various
Renaissance Faires in California and Las
Vegas where his appearance is sought
out. He has established his own Polish
Nobility Commonwealth Guild, and is
now gaining a following of additional
individuals in period armor and dress.

Rik would have appeared in last
year’s parade, but the parade was
cancelled because of the unfortunate
events involved with the attack on the
World Trade Center,

o

Barring any voforeseen events this

year; the parade will be worth waiting
for—-a “Must See” feature, not to be
missed,

In view of the nature of this event
as a real Polish “first”, there will no
doubt be an interest taken by the various
media to cover this event. Rik has been
featured in several Polish-American
newspapers, including the White
Eagle the Polish-American Journal,
Glos, Polonia Today, and several issues
of Renaissance Herald. He has received
recognition by the Polish National
Alliance, Polish American Congress,
and the Polish Consulate, all in
California, for his portrayal of Polish
historic and cultural presentations.

So, let’s make a point of attending
this years’ Pulaski Day parade and
show support for an occurance fot the
first time anywhere....

[At left: Rik {Sulima-Sulipowski)
Fox/Guildmaster The Polish Nobility
Commonwealth Guild/ Pierwsza Oboz
Zbroja Husarska w Stanach

. Zjednoczonych(The First Camp of

Armored Hussars in the United States)
and the First Polish-American of

*Noble* Ancestry to represent the
Winged Hussars in the History of the
U.S.A.(on American soil]. &
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INTERNATIONAL NEWS, NOTES, AND CORRESPONDENCE

FROM THE WEBMASTER OF TEE ORDER
OF ST. STANISLAUS

Activities in Poland & the Ukraine

On September 15, 2001, a general
meeting was held regarding the Associa-
tion of the Knights of the Order of Saint
Stanislas, in Czestochowa, Poland. Effec-
tive January 1, 2002, the Commanders
are now directly responsible to the Grand
Master, and the Grand Magistry. There
are now 16 administrational provinces
within Poland, instead of the previous 48.
The Grand Master felt it would be more
appropriate to have these boundaries
reflect the older historical provinces

A delegation of the Prior of Greater
Poland, based in Poznat, included Prior
Count Tadeusz Stocki, CGStS, Chev. Dr.
Marian Krol, BCStS, former Voivode of
Poznan, and Father Janus Rakoczy,
CSStS, Chaplain to the Priory and curator
of the Sanctuarjium of St. Stanislaus in
Prusce. The Companions decorated His
Eminence Cardinal Zenon Grocholewski,
a native of the Poznan region, with the
Grand Cross of the Order. All three
Companions were also received by His
Holiness Pope John Paul II. ,

Between September 12th and 15th of
2001, several events were organized by
the Grand Priory of the Ukraine, and took
place in Kiev. On the 13th of September,
2001, the Grand Prior of the Ukraine,
Chev. Pavlo Wyalov, GCCSIS, gave a
reception in honor of all guests at the
restaurant Limpopoi in Kiev. On the
14th, an international Investiture cere-
mony took place in the Orthodox Chris-
tian Church of St.Andrew. Several very
prominent Ukrainian citizens were in-
vested, as well as the Ambassador of the
Republic of Georgia in Kiev. After the
investiture a banquet was held in honor
of the new Companions of the Order, in
the Cossack-Halli restaurant.

On the 15th, the second annual Ball
to be held in Ukraine of the Order of St.
Stanislaus took place at the Pushcha
Ozierna complex. Traditional dances and
songs were performed by prominent
Ukrainian entertainers, and this was the
lead-in to the Ball. Attendance included
more than 200 Companions from many

parts of the world. Unfortunately, Chev.
Michael Michaelski, GCCStS, was
unable to attend, due to the events of
September 11th in New York City.

Award of the Silver Cross of Merit

. HSH Prince Julius Nowina-
Sokolnicki announces the awarding of
the Order of the Silver Cross of Merit to
none other than the PNA’s own web-
master, Margaret Odrowaz-Sypniewska
BEA, PNA for her assistance to the
Grand Master and the Grand Castellan
during the years 2000 and 2001, in the
establishing of the Castellan’s Internet
website, and the Polish Nobility Associa-
tion’s website. The PNA website hag
been visited more than 30,000 times to
date. Both sites are linked and draw thou-
sands of visitors daily, and the Order of
St. Stanislaus (Castellan) can be found at
the folowing address: hitp:/fwww.
angelfire.com/ realm/ StStanislas/
index.html.

The PNA’s own new website address
at http:/'www.angelfire.com/mn3/pnaf/
index.html has been in effect for the past
several months, with many new subjects
and topics covering a wide spectrum of
Poland/Lithuania and the Common-
wealth.

ITALY’S LOWER HOUSE APPROVES
RovAL RETURN

ROME, April 10 (AFP} — Italy’s
Chamber of Deputies marked another
step in ending the exile of the former
royal family Wednesday, approving by a
large majority a constitutional change to
allow them back into Italy after 56 years.

The 375-48 vote in the lower house
matched the overwhelming approval of
the senate in the first parliamentary vote
on the issue in February. A further vote
in each house is needed before the heirs
of the House of Savoy can end their exile
in Switzerland, but a safe passage scems
assured as the move has the support of
Prime Minister Silvio Berlusconi’s Forza
Italia party.

. Prinée Vittorio Emanuele, 65, and
his banker son Filiberto, 30, paved the
way for the return of the royal house after
they renounced all claims to the throne in

a formal letter to the senate earlier this
year. The Savoys were banned in 1946
after they supported wartime fascist dic-
tator Benito Mussolini and endorsed the
deportation of about 8,000 Italian Jews.

The Communists, Greens and some
members of the Democrats of the Left
voted against Wednesday’s proposal, as
did two Forza Italia MPs. Fifty-four
deputies abstained.

Emanuele is the son of Italy’s last
king, Umberto II, who died in exile in
Switzerland in 1983.

LITHUANIAN NOTES

Last October, the LBKS (Society of
Lithuanian Nobles) organized an excur-
sion to Belarus and visited sites con-
nected to Lithuanian history and several
estates once owned by Lithuanian
Bajorai. Leaving from Vilnius, the tour
followed the old road that Vytautas
would have taken on his way to the Black
Sea. They first visited Ja8itnai, a
Radvilas (Radziwilt) possession since the
15th century, and Voronavas (English
Voranava, Polish Woronowo), once a
Gostautas property. Then i was on to
Lyda (English and Polish name Lida),
Naugardukas (English Navahrudak, Po-
lish Nowogridek), Miras (Mir), and
ending at NesvyZius (English Niasvizh,

Polish Nieswiez). Each one of these
towns has been bound to Lithuanian his-
toty for centuries. NesvyZius, for exam-
ple, was the seat of Radvilas’ dominions,
and its cathedial holds 71 old tombs .of
their family ancestors. The group also
visited the ruins of the nearby Radvilas
estate, now in a sad state and needing
exlensive conservation and restoration.

The LBKS issues a glossy, illustrated i
magazine Liefuvos Bajoras, coming out
once a year and containing brief English
summaries. It has also published Lietuvos
Bajory Palikuoniai [The Descendants of
Lithuania’s Bajorai], a small volame
containing short biographies of the asso-
ciation’s members, embellished with
their clan coats of arms.

Material is presently being collected
for a book devoted to the manor houses
and estates (dvarai) of Lithuania. These
publishing ventures aim to heighten
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awareness of and increase pride in
Lithuania’s rich history and cultural
legacy. Since the Soviets held these
subjects virtually taboo, several
generations of Lithuanians grew up
learning next to nothing about their own
heritage. The LBKS intends to do its
utmost to counter the ignorance and
attitudes resulting from decades of
Tobotomizing Soviet instruction.

In addition to its publishing ventures,
the LBKS organizes social events and
lectures, and undertakes some charitable
activities. Currently, it is also supporting
the educational mission of several secon-
dary schools. The association’s calendar
of activities is highlighted by a few spe-
cial events, for instance, balls celebrating
New Year and the Day of Independence.
Last July, the coronation of Mindaugas
was commemorated at the Verkiai estate.

Additional information about the
LBKS and its affiliate here in the United
States, the Society of Lithuanian Nobles,
may be obtained by writing to them or
visiting their websites:

Lietuvos Bajory Karalifkoji Sajunga
¢/o Mrs. Undiné Nasvytyté

Stikliu g. 4 :

2024 Vilnius, Lithuania

Website: http:/www.geocities.com/bajorai

Society of Lithuanian Nobles

¢/0 Mrs. Daiva Zygas

950 Lobster Trap Lane

Tempe, AZ 85283-1942

Website: http:/lithaz.org/obles/
about.html :

Postscript
Undiné Nasvytyté was re-elected the
President of LBKS in the Parliament on
April 27, 2002. -
Audroné Musteikiené
LBKS Webmaster

Db You Know?

Two kings of Lithuanian blood ruled
the Czech-Hungarian Kingdom for 55
years. Both were descendents of King
(Grand Duke) Gediminas. The first was
Viadislovas II (Wiadyslaw), son of
Kazimieras Jogailaitis. He ruled from
1471 to 1516. He was succeeded by his
son Lindvikas (Ludovicus) who ruled
until 1526, when the Kingdom was
overtaken by the Hapsburgs.

Recently a story in the Chicago
Tribune’s Sunday magazine reported that
a famous city landmark was sold for
$900,000. The Victorian mansion, built
117 years ago and known as the Pad-
erewski House, was the Polish Consulate
in Chicago during the 1930s. The famous
pianist Ignacy Paderewski once gave an
outdoor concert for the community from
the building’s spacious veranda. The
story mentioned that “one of the home’s

-stained-glass windows commemorates

Queen Jadwiga,* who, in the late 14th
century married the pagan Lithuanian
king (Grand Duke) Jagiello in order to
save Peland and who was canonized as a
saint in 1997 by Pope John Paul IL” Al-
though the article did not say why
Jagietto married Jadwiga, any historian
worth his salt will tell you that by this
mattiage, Poland and Lithuania onited to
become one of Europe’s largest and most
powerful countries.

* N.B. When Jadwiga’s father
Ludwig I “Wegierski” (the Hungarian)
1370-1382, died as King of Poland with-
out any male issue, Jadwiga (albeit a
wornan) was called “King” until after her
marriage to Grand Duke Jagietto, who
became King of Poland, and she “Queen”
of Poland. She reigned only two short
years (1384-1386). King Wiadystaw IT
Jagieto reigned from 1386-1434.

[From Lithuanian Heritage, with
permission. Additional notes by your
editor. ]

COUNTRIES WHERE THE WHITE EAGLE
JOURNAL [s READ

For many years, it has been our de-
site and goal to assist members of our
worldwide network of peoples of Polish
decent. We believe we can better assist
Poles in the United States, Canada,
Mezxico Easter & Western Europe, New
Zealand, Australia and many other na-
tions where high numbers of Polish
families have settled.

COUNTRIES: Australia; Belgium;
Bulgaria; Cambodia; Canada; Denmark:
Finland; France; Germany; Vatican City
(Italy); Ytaly; Liechtenstein; Malta;
Monaco; Netherlands; New Zealand;

Norway; Poland; Saudi Arabia; Scotland;

South Africa; Sweden; Switzerland.
UNITED STATES AND TERRI-

TORIES: Alabama; Alaska; Arkansas;

Arizona; California; Colorado; Connecti-

cut; Delaware; Florida; Georgia; Hawaii;
Idaho; Indiana; Towa; Kansas; Kentucky;
Louisiana; Maine; Maryland; Massachy-
setts; Michigan; Minnesota; Mississippi;
Missouri; Montana; Nebraska; Nevada;
New Hampshire; New Jersey; New
Mexico; New York; North Carolina;
North Dakota; Ohio; Oklahoma; Oregon;
Pennsylvania; Rhode Island; South Caro-
lina; South Dakota; Tennessee; Texas;
Utah; Vermont; Virginia; Washington;
West Virginia; Wisconsin; Wyoming;
American Samoa; Puerto Rico; Virgin
Islands.

CANADA, provinces; Alberta; Brit-
ish Columbia; Manitoba; New Bruns-
wick; Newfoundland; Northwest Territo-
ries; Nova Scotia; Ontario; Prince Ed-
ward Islands; Quebec; Saskatchewan;
Yukon. &

m

DONATIONS TO THE PNAF
LIBRARY BY COUNT TYSOWSKI

Count Tysowski, who- graciously
donated several tomes to our library, has
added yet more volumes, gifts which we
would like to acknowledge: '

(1) Cmentarz Eyczakowski, we
Lwowie w latach 1786-1986 [The -
Lyczakowsk Cemetary in Lw6w during’
the years 1786-1986], by Stanistaw 8.
Nicieja, (2nd corrected edition) Krakéw,
1989, '

(2) Regalia Polskie, {Polish Royal
Emblems & Symbols], by Jerzy Lileyko,
published by the Krajowa Agencja
Wydawnictwa, Warszawa 1987,

(3) Treasures from Poland, The Art
Institute of Chicago, Philadelphia
Museum of Art and the National Gallery
of Canada, 1966-1967, A loan exhibition
from the State Art Collection of Wawe]
Castle, Cracow, The National Museum of
Cracow, and the National Museum. of
Warsaw. The Lakeland Press, Donnelly
Printing Co., Lancaster, Penn, USA.

(4) Heraldry in Historic Houses of
Great Britain, by Thomas Woodcock and
John Martin Robinson, The National =~
Trust, Harty N. Abrams, Inc., publishers,
U.K., London, 2000.

As so00n as the last reporting is
published, Mr. Tysowski-will provide his.
final report on the topic of Treasures
from Poland.—Editor. &



